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Reform of Regional State Administration
 
- Based on the Government Programme
 

New national agency 
•	 Permitting, guidance and supervisory tasks are brought together 

under a new national Finnish Supervisory Agency. 
•	 To promote investment, we aim at a one-stop model where the use 

of services and applications for permits are centralised and 
digitalised into one permit process. 

• Centres for economic development, transport and the environment 
will be changed to create a cross-administrative regional state 
administration that is based on new Economic Development Centres 
and on more robust regions. 

• Economic Development Centres and their regions will be formed 
along the same lines as the current full-service centres plus one 
centre to provide services in Swedish. 

Economic Development Centres 

• A harmonised permit and supervision practice that is independent 
of the region will be strengthened and permit procedures will be 
streamlined. 

• Diversity is the key principle in this development. 

Permitting and supervisory tasks Safeguarding 
•	 Linguistic rights 
•	 Implementation of responsibilities for preparedness 
•	 Cooperation with regional authorities with regional 

presence and a network of offices 
•	 Equality and non-discrimination in supervision and permit 

practices 



Reform of Regional State Administration
 
Nykytila: tehtävät organisoitu 24 virastoon: Valvira, 
6 aluehallintovirastoa, 15 ELY-keskusta, KEHA­
keskus sekä Ahvenanmaan valtionvirasto. 

Tavoitetila: tehtävät organisoitu 14 virastoon: LVV-virasto, 9-10 
elinvoimakeskusta, Kilpailu- ja kuluttajavirasto, Ruokavirasto, 
Liikenne- ja viestintävirasto ja Ahvenanmaan valtionvirasto 

Valvira 

Aluehallinto-

Virastot (AVI)
 

ELY-keskukset
 

KEHA-keskus
 

Ahvenanmaan
 
valtionvirasto
 

Valviran tehtävät 

Pääosa AVIen tehtävistä 

Kilpailu- ja kuluttajavalvonnan ja 
MMM:n toimialan ymp. th. tehtävät 

Y-vastuualueiden lupa-, 
ohjaus ja valvontatehtävät 

E-vastuualueiden kaikki ja 
pääosa L-vastuualueiden sekä 
eräät Y-vastuualueiden tehtävät 

Julkisen henkilöliikenteen 
tehtävät 

KEHA-keskuksen tehtävät 

Ahvenanmaan valtionviraston tehtävät 

LVV Lupa- ja valvontavirasto 
Finnish Supervisory Agency 

Ruokavirasto 

Kilpailu- ja kuluttajavirasto 

LAP 

Elinvoimakeskukset 
Economic Development Centres 

Liikenne- ja viestintävirasto Traficom 

KEHA-keskus 

Ahvenanmaan valtionvirasto 



 

Reform principles 
What are we doing? 
•	 National Supervisory Authority for Welfare and Health (Valvira), regional state 

administrative agencies, and the permitting, guidance and supervisory tasks related to the 
environment at the centres for economic development, transport and the environment will 
be merged into a new national agency (Finnish Supervisory Agency) 

•	 New regional Economic Development Centres will be established. 

Why are we doing this? 
•	 We seek more uniform and streamlined permit and supervision procedures for
 

customers and companies.
 
•	 Services will become available more comprehensively at one single agency. 
•	 We will streamline processes and services. 
•	 We will ensure access to services and adequate regional presence of the agency across 

Finland. 
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Finnish Supervisory Agency 
•	 Permitting, guidance and supervisory tasks will be brought

under a new cross-administrative Finnish Supervisory 
Agency. 

•	 This will merge the National Supervisory Authority for

Welfare and Health (Valvira) and the relevant
 
environmental tasks of the centres for economic
 
development, transport and the environment.
 

•	 The agency will have national competence. 
•	 Its regional presence and ability to function will be based on

the collaborative areas of the wellbeing services counties.
However, the agency’s network of offices may be more
extensive than this. 

•	 The reform will ensure the realisation of linguistic rights.
Particular attention will be paid to the implementation of
responsibilities for preparedness and to cooperation with
regional authorities. 
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Collaborative areas for healthcare and social welfare 



 

 

Responsibilities – Finnish Supervisory Agency
 

Healthcare and social welfare services 
•	 Permitting, registration, guidance, supervisory and

financing tasks relating to healthcare and social welfare,
health protection, alcohol and tobacco administration and
adoption matters; tasks of the reviewing authority 

Environmental services 
•	 Permitting, guidance, planning and supervisory tasks

relating to environmental protection, nature conservation,
land use, construction, and water and marine
management; permitting and supervisory tasks relating to
the management of water resources; environmental
impact assessment tasks; other tasks relating to the use
and protection of the environment 

Occupational safety and health services 
•	 Occupational safety and health permitting, supervisory

and guidance tasks; product control tasks 
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Early childhood education and care, education and
training, and cultural services 
•	 Permitting, supervisory, guidance and financing

tasks relating to early childhood education and care,
teaching, education and training, libraries, physical
education, young people and burials; tasks of the
reviewing authority 

Rescue services and preparedness 
•	 Supervision of rescue services; supervision and

assessment of the quality, availability and level of
rescue services; assessment of major accident
exercises at sites posing a particular hazard;
management and guidance of aerial forest fire
surveillance; tasks relating to discretionary
government grants for rescue services; organisation
of regional cooperation in preparedness; promotion
of local government safety planning 



Organization (a draft) for the Finnish Supervisory Agency 
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Yksiköt – 
Units (10) 

Osasto - Department 

Ryhmät – 
Groups 
(45) 

Organization (a draft) for the Department of the Environment
 



 

Progress of the legislative project 

The projects implementing the Finnish Supervisory Agency and the Economic Development Centres will coincide with the 
legislative project. 

Preparation of the
legislative project started in

September 2023 

Legislative
proposals

circulated for 
comments in 
summer 2024 

Legislative
proposals to be

submitted to 
Parliament in 
spring 2025 

Legislative
proposals to enter
into force in 2026 

New agencies to
start operations in

2026 

Government proposal circulated Government proposal to be submitted to Parliament in spring 
widely for comments in summer 2025 at the same time as the proposal of the Ministry of the 

2024 Environment for the one-stop shop model 
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Finnish Supervsory Agency ­
offices in January 1st 2026 
•	 The Agency has 18 offices across Finland,

in every province. 
•	 Main office in the City of Tampere 

•	 The location network is based on existing
locations. 

•	 A comprehensive network of offices ensures
the agency's regional presence. 

•	 The location network may change later due
to, for example, facility projects and the
government's service and location network
reform. 
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In the legislative project on the one-stop service led by the Ministry of the Environment, provisions will
 
be prepared that will enable the authority to process permit applications under several acts together.
 

The project will also examine how the EIA procedures and Natura assessments could be managed more
 
smoothly as part of the permit procedure.
 

The Act on the Coordination of Certain Environmental Permit Procedures will be updated and 
preparations made for the implementation of EU legislation related to permit procedures (including the 
Critical Raw Materials initiative and proposal for the Net Zero Industry Act). 

Timetable of the legislative project: 
• Draft government proposal sent out for comments by summer 2024. 

• Government proposal was submitted to Parliament 30 April 2025. 

• New authority started and legislation on one-stop service in force on 1 January 2026. 

The project will give consideration to biodiversity, environmental requirements, the social acceptability of
 
projects and protection of people’s property.
 

Streamlined and predictable permit procedures promote investments and improve Finland’s
 
competitiveness and, in particular, they are also needed for the transition into a clean economy.
 



Thank you! 

Timo Jokelainen 
13.5.2025 


