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Bergsstaten beslutar i frågor om tillstånd 
för prospektering och gruvor i Sverige.

Bergsstaten – a modern decision-making authority with long traditions

Bergsstaten was established as early as 1637 under the leadership of Axel Oxenstierna. 

Since 1998 Bergsstaten has been consolidated into a single nationwide authority.

Bergsstaten is headed by the Chief Mining Inspector (Bergmästare).

Bergsstaten is since 2009 a unit within SGU

The purpose of the Minerals Act: “…to facilitate access to metals and minerals essential to society” and “the 
efficient utilization of the country’s mineral resources.”



Bergsstaten beslutar i frågor om tillstånd 
för prospektering och gruvor i Sverige.

Bergsstaten – a modern decision-making authority with long traditions

Bergsstaten was established as early as 1637 under the leadership of Axel Oxenstierna. 

Since 1998 Bergsstaten has been consolidated into a single nationwide authority.

Bergsstaten is headed by the Chief Mining Inspector (Bergmästare).

Bergsstaten is since 2009 a unit within SGU

The purpose of the Minerals Act: “…to facilitate access to metals and minerals essential to society” and “the 
efficient utilization of the country’s mineral resources.”



Bergsstaten beslutar i frågor om tillstånd 
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Bergsstaten is a unit within SGU that independently processes and makes decisions in matters governed by the 
Minerals Act (Minerallagen (1991:45)).

Swedish Code of Statutes (SFS) Ordinance (2008:1233) on the Instructions for the Geological Survey of Sweden

Organization
Section 13 An organizational unit called Bergsstaten operates in conjunction with the Geological Survey of Sweden, with responsibility for handling 
matters relating to the exploration and exploitation of minerals. Bergsstaten is headed by the Chief Mining Inspector (bergmästaren), who makes 
decisions in accordance with the Minerals Act (1991:45). Ordinance (2012:805).

Section 14 Bergsstaten is responsible for its own decisions and is accountable for its operations to the agency management. The agency 
management is responsible, vis-à-vis the Government, for ensuring that Bergsstaten is allocated the funding and other resources required for its 
operations, and that activities are conducted in accordance with regulations, efficiently, and are reported in a reliable manner.

Appointments and Duties
Section 15 The Director General is the head of the Geological Survey of Sweden.

Section 16 The Chief Mining Inspector (Bergmästaren) is appointed by the Government.

Minerals Act (1991:45)

Minerals Ordinance (1992:285), Kaivoslain säädökset
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Hektar Km2 FrekvensKumulativa procenttal

500 5 262 33,16%

1000 10 133 50,00%

2000 20 141 67,85%

3000 30 64 75,95%

4000 40 57 83,16%

5000 50 34 87,47%

10000 100 59 94,94%

15000 150 25 98,10%

20000 200 5 98,73%

30000 300 3 99,11%

50000 500 5 99,75%

Större 2 100,00%

Max = 69 793 698

Sum 2 044 963 Hektar 20 450 Km2

Sveriges totala yta

532 000 Km2 3,84%

Sveriges landyta

410 000 Km2 4,99%
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Application-fee

500 kr/2000ha

Exploration-fee

Y1-3 20 kr/ha/3a

Y4-6 21 kr/ha/a

Y7-10 50 kr/ha/a

Y10-15 100 kr/ha/a
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Exploitation Concessions

12 180 Hektar 122 Km2

Sveriges totala yta

532 000 Km2 0,02%

Sveriges landyta

410 000 Km2 0,03%
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Operating mines 13 pcs

Land designations 105 pcs
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28 902 Hektar 289 Km2

Sveriges totala yta
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Kansalliset intressialueet

Områden för riksintresse

Areas of  national interest
Renskötsel
Poronhoito
Reindeer husbandry 
 

Exploration permit – Sámi reindeer herding community is notified if reindeer 
husbandry is carried out in the area, as well as other rightsholders, 
landowners and authorities.

Work plan – Consultation: Sámi reindeer herding community and other 
rightsholders present their view and opinion on what should be taken into 
account. If no agreement is reached, Bergsstaten determines and approves 
the work plan.

Mining concession – Consultation: Sámi reindeer herding community and 
other rightsholders present their view and opinion on the project and on 
what should be taken into account. The County Administrative Board 
considers the various interests involved. If Bergsstaten and the County 
Administrative Board do not agree, the matter is referred to the Government 
of Sweden for a decision.

Land access permit – Consultation: Sámi reindeer herding community and 
other rightsholders present their view and opinion on what should be taken 
into account.
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News in the field of  legislation

Uranium is since 1 January 2026 a concessionary mineral again. 

Uranium can be explored for in all valid exploration permits.

Valid exploitation concessions have to be renewed/updated if you are planning on extracting uranium.



Bergsstaten beslutar i frågor om tillstånd 
för prospektering och gruvor i Sverige.

CRMA, strategic projects 

Projektnamn        Typ       Företag  Ämne

NorthCYCLE       Återvinning      Northvolt Revolt Mangan, litium, grafit, nickel och 

     kobolt  

      

ReeMAP Project:       Flera integrerade projekt   LKAB  Utvinning och förädling av 

Gruvan i Malmberget,     sällsynta jordartsmetaller och 

Industriparken för     fosfor

kritiska mineral i Luleå, 

och fyndigheten Per Geijer

        

Talga Natural Graphite One    Utvinning        Talga  Grafit

News in the field of  legislation
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CRMA, these County administrative boards are the designated contact points for strategic projects:

Länsstyrelsen i Västerbottens län, Länsstyrelsen i Dalarnas län, Länsstyrelsen i Stockholms län, 
Länsstyrelsen i Örebros län, Länsstyrelsen i Västra Götalands län och Länsstyrelsen i Skånes län

News in the field of  legislation
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Bergsstaten goes digital…
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Bergsstaten goes digital…  one paper at a time…

Explorers  ”My page”

Exploration permit application, on-going

Reporting of explorationwork, on-going

Other news
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Kiitoksia !
Thank you !
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